
 
 

29 January 2009 
 

Polling was conducted by telephone January 27-28, 2009, in the evenings.  The 
total sample is 900 registered voters nationwide with a margin of error of ±3 
percentage points.  Results are of registered voters, unless otherwise noted.  
LV = likely voters 
Democrats n=397, ±5; Republicans n=271, ±6; independents n=196, ±7  
Whites n=738, ±4 percentage points; Blacks n=104, ±10 percentage points 
 
1.  Do you approve or disapprove of the job Barack Obama is doing as president? 
                    Dis- 
           Approve approve (DK) 
27-28 Jan 09 65% 16 19 
   Democrats 85%  2 12 
   Republicans 37% 36 27 
   Independents 64% 16 19 
 
2.  Do you approve or disapprove of the job Congress is doing? 
                    Dis-                       Dis- 
           Approve approve (DK)             Approve approve (DK) 
27-28 Jan 09 40% 46 14 
   Democrats 54% 33 14 
   Republicans 25% 63 12 
   Independents 36% 48 16 
RECENT TREND 
13-14 Jan 09 23% 68 10 
9-10 Dec 08  20% 71  9 
1-2 Nov 08  18% 75  7 
1-2 Nov 08 LV 18% 75  7 
28-29 Oct 08 17% 76  6 
28-29 Oct 08 LV 18% 77  5 
20-21 Oct 08 19% 72  9 
20-21 Oct 08 LV 18% 73  8 
8-9 Oct 08  13% 77 10 
22-23 Sep 08 17% 73  9 
8-9 Sep 08  23% 68  8 
19-20 Aug 08 20% 73  7 
22-23 Jul 08 21% 68 11 
17-18 Jun 08 19% 69 13 
28-29 Apr 08 22% 67 11 
18-19 Mar 08 20% 67 12 
19-20 Feb 08 22% 68 10 
30-31 Jan 08 22% 66 12 
18-19 Dec 07 25% 60 15 
13-14 Nov 07 26% 61 14 

23-24 Oct 07 25% 54 22 
9-10 Oct 07  24% 63 12 
25-26 Sep 07 24% 63 13 
11-12 Sep 07 32% 56 11 
21-22 Aug 07 24% 60 17 
5-6 Jun 07  29% 55 15 
15-16 May 07 32% 53 15 
17-18 Apr 07 35% 49 16 
27-28 Mar 07 30% 54 16 
27-28 Feb 07 32% 49 20 
30-31 Jan 07 33% 44 22 
16-17 Jan 07 32% 47 21 
4-5 Nov 06 LV 29% 57 13 
10-11 Oct 06 LV 31% 63  6 
12-13 Sep 06 LV 29% 53 18 
29-30 Aug 06 24% 61 15 
8-9 Aug 06  24% 58 17 
11-12 Jul 06 25% 61 14 
13-14 Jun 06 29% 59 12 
16-18 May 06 27% 56 17 
18-19 Apr 06 25% 52 23 
14-15 Mar 06 29% 55 16 
24-25 Jan 06 34% 51 16 
13-14 Dec 05 30% 52 18 
13-14 Sep 05 34% 49 17 



 

3.  In the week since Barack Obama became president, do you think he has been 
making policy changes too quickly, not quickly enough, or at about the right 
speed? 
   Too      Not quickly         About          (Don't know 
      quickly      enough       right            /refused) 
27-28 Jan 09 24%   5   66    5 
   Democrats  7%   6   84    4 
   Republicans 50%   5   41    4 
   Independents 24%   5   65    7 
 
4.  How many campaign promises do you think Barack Obama will accomplish during 
his presidency -- almost all of them, most of them, only some of them or hardly 
any of them? 
     Almost all    Most      Some   Hardly any  (Don’t know) 
27-28 Jan 09 13%  35  39  10   4 
   Democrats 19%  44  30   3   4 
   Republicans  6%  18  54  20   2 
   Independents 10%  38  36  12   4 
 
5.  How much influence do you think Michelle Obama will have on policy matters 
in the Obama administration -- a great deal, some, not much or none at all? 
      A great        Not         None 
       deal      Some      much       at all  (Don’t know) 
27-28 Jan 09 22%  44  22   8   4 
   Democrats 25%  46  20   4   4 
   Republicans 20%  40  26  11   3 
   Independents 16%  46  24   9   5 
 
6.  Which one of the following do you think will be the single biggest policy 
change the Obama administration will make in its first year? (READ AND RANDOMIZE 
1-5) 
            Total  Dem   Rep   Ind 
1. Starting to withdraw U.S. troops from Iraq 38% 46% 30% 32% 
2. Closing the prison at Guantanamo Bay  24 21 24 30 
3. Raising taxes      16 13 25 13 
4. Holding direct diplomatic talks with Iran 11 10 12 13 
5. Normalizing relations with Cuba    2  3  1  3 
6. (Other)        3  2  4  4 
7. (None -- no changes)      2  1  2  2 
8. (Don’t know)       4  4  3  3 
 
7.  How confident are you the Secret Service can protect President Obama from 
harm -- extremely confident, very confident, somewhat confident or not at all 
confident? 
     Extremely     Very     Somewhat Not   (Don’t know) 
27-28 Jan 09 28%  38  26   6   2 
   Democrats 30%  37  27   4   1 
   Republicans 29%  36  26   8   2 
   Independents 25%  44  22   7   2 
 
8.  Do you think failing to pay part of your taxes for a few years is enough to 
disqualify someone from serving as Treasury Secretary and heading the Internal 
Revenue Service? 
   Yes  No  (Don't know) 
27-28 Jan 09 58%  33   9 
   Democrats 44%  43  13 
   Republicans 78%  17   6 
   Independents 60%  34   7 



 

9.  Do you approve or disapprove of the Senate confirming Timothy Geithner as 
Secretary of the Treasury? 
      Approve   Disapprove  (Don't know) 
27-28 Jan 09 35%  44  21 
   Democrats 48%  29  23 
   Republicans 17%  66  18 
   Independents 33%  46  21 
 
10.  If newly confirmed Treasury Secretary Timothy Geithner were a Republican 
instead of Democrat and he had the same issues with failing to pay some of his 
payroll taxes in the past, and hiring a housekeeper without the proper 
immigration papers, do you think he would have been confirmed, or not? 
    Yes, would  No, would not 
   be confirmed       be confirmed  (Don't know) 
27-28 Jan 09 32%   56   12 
   Democrats 39%   46   14 
   Republicans 19%   73    8 
   Independents 38%   52   10 
 
11.  Do you think Treasury Secretary Timothy Geithner deliberately avoided 
paying Social Security and Medicare taxes when he was self-employed or were they 
honest mistakes? 
    Deliberately 
   avoided paying Honest mistakes  (Don't know) 
27-28 Jan 09  48%   33   19 
   Democrats  33%   44   23 
   Republicans  68%   18   14 
   Independents  52%   33   15 
 
Turning now to a new topic … 
12.  Do you think the military prison at Guantanamo Bay should be closed, or 
not? 
   Yes, should  No, should 
    be closed  not be closed (Don't know) 
27-28 Jan 09 47%  45    8 
   Democrats 63%  26   11 
   Republicans 23%  74    3 
   Independents 48%  45    7 
14-15 Jun 05 22%  59   19 
 
13.  Do you think closing the Guantanamo Bay military prison would make the 
United States safer, less safe or would it not make much of a difference either 
way? 
       Not much of    (Don’t 
       Safer   Less safe  a difference    know) 
27-28 Jan 09 12%  32  51   5 
   Democrats 20%  15  59   6 
   Republicans  3%  58  36   3 
   Independents  9%  33  53   5 
 
14.  President Obama ordered the closure of the Guantanamo Bay detention center 
before there is a plan on where the prisoners will be relocated -- do you think 
this was a good idea or a bad idea? 
    Good idea    Bad idea   (Don't know) 
27-28 Jan 09 29%  63   8 
   Democrats 43%  45  12 
   Republicans 13%  84   3 
   Independents 27%  68   5 



 

15.  If the Guantanamo Bay military prison is closed, do you think the prisoners 
should be transferred to prison facilities in the United States? 
   Yes  No  (Don't know) 
27-28 Jan 09 42%  52   6 
   Democrats 47%  46   7 
   Republicans 32%  65   2 
   Independents 46%  46   8 
 
16.  If the Guantanamo Bay detention center is closed, would you be willing to 
have prisoners from Guantanamo Bay moved to a prison in your community? 
   Yes  No  (Don't know) 
27-28 Jan 09 34%  63   4 
   Democrats 41%  53   6 
   Republicans 22%  78   - 
   Independents 37%  60   3 
 
17.  Do you favor or oppose allowing the CIA, in extreme circumstances, to use 
enhanced interrogation techniques, even torture, to obtain information from 
prisoners that might protect the United States from terrorist attacks? 
       Favor     Oppose    (Depends)  (Don't know) 
27-28 Jan 09 43%  48   7   3 
   Democrats 25%  62   9   4 
   Republicans 67%  30   3   1 
   Independents 48%  45   4   2 
For reference: Do you favor or oppose allowing the government to use any means necessary, 
including physical torture, to obtain information from prisoners that might protect the 
United States from terrorist attacks? 
       Favor      Oppose     (Depends)    (Not sure) 
11-12 Mar 03  44%  42   5   9 
11-12 Mar 02*  41%  47   4   8 
*asked as "would protect the United States" 
 
18.  (IF OPPOSE Q17, n=429, ±5%) If there were a possibility that a member of 
your own family could be saved, then would you favor or oppose allowing the 
government to use physical torture to obtain information from terrorist 
prisoners? 
        Favor     Oppose    (Depends)  (Don't know) 
27-28 Jan 09  11%  79   6   3 
   Democrats  11%  78   7   4 
   Republicans  10%  81   5   3 
   Independents  12%  83   5   1 
11-12 Mar 03 (n=375) 24%  60   5  11 
 
19.  If Usama bin Laden were captured and refused to cooperate, would you favor 
or oppose using torture to obtain information from him about members of Al Qaeda 
and other terrorist activity? 
       Favor     Oppose  (Don't know) 
27-28 Jan 09 56%  39   6 
   Democrats 42%  51   8 
   Republicans 74%  24   2 
   Independents 59%  35   6 
 



 

20.  Do you think the use of harsh interrogation techniques, including torture, 
has ever saved American lives since the September 11 terrorist attacks? 
   Yes  No  (Don't know) 
27-28 Jan 09 45%  41  14 
   Democrats 31%  53  16 
   Republicans 65%  24  11 
   Independents 45%  40  16 
 
21.  Under the Obama administration, do you think the United States will 
continue fighting the global war against terrorism, or not? 
       Yes,      No, will 
   will continue  not continue  (Don't know) 
27-28 Jan 09 76%   18    6 
   Democrats 85%   10    5 
   Republicans 61%   32    7 
   Independents 80%   14    5 
 
22.  Since taking office President Obama has signed executive orders eliminating 
harsh interrogation techniques and ordering the closure of the military prison 
at Guantanamo Bay.  Do you think these actions represent a real change in how 
the United States will fight the war against terrorism or are they symbolic 
changes in the war? 
    Real changes Symbolic changes  (Don't know) 
27-28 Jan 09 45%   45   10 
   Democrats 53%   36   12 
   Republicans 38%   53    8 
   Independents 41%   51    8 
 
23.  Do you view the "war on terrorism" more as a real war or is the "war on 
terrorism" more a figure of speech like the "war on poverty" or the "war on 
drugs"? 
     War on terrorism War on terrorism 
  is a real war  is a figure of speech  (Don't know) 
27-28 Jan 09 62%   33    5 
   Democrats 54%   40    6 
   Republicans 77%   22    1 
   Independents 59%   33    8 
17-18 Oct 04 LV 69%   24   7 
6-7 Apr 04  71%   23   6 
 
24.  Do you think the federal government has the right to keep classified 
national security information secret or do you think that everything the 
government does has to be transparent to the public? 
     Can keep       Has to 
   state secrets     be transparent    (Don't know) 
27-28 Jan 09 78%   19    3 
   Democrats 71%   25    4 
   Republicans 86%   13    1 
   Independents 83%   15    2 
 



 

25.  Which country do you think poses the greatest immediate danger to the 
United States? OPEN ENDED 
         27-28      13-14      24-25      25-26 
        Jan 09      Feb 07     Jan 06     Jan 05 
1. (Iran)    36%  32%  28%  18% 
2. (Iraq)    11  15  16  11 
3. (Afghanistan)   10   1   3   2 
4. (China)     9   8  14   8 
5. (North Korea)    8  20  17  26 
6. (Pakistan)    5   -   1   1 
7. (Russia)     3   1   1   2 
8. (USA)     3   6   4   3 
9. (Saudi Arabia)    1   1   1   1 
10. (Syria)     1   -   -   2 
11. (Other)     2   5   3   3 
12. (Don’t know/Refused) 12  11  11  23 
 
26.  Do you think the United States can trust what Iran says on the issue of 
nuclear weapons? 
   Yes  No  (Don't know) 
27-28 Jan 09  7%  88   5 
   Democrats 13%  81   7 
   Republicans  3%  96   2 
   Independents  5%  90   5 
27-28 Feb 07 10%  82   8 
13-14 Jun 06  8%  87   5 
 
27.  Do you think the United States should open diplomatic relations with Iran? 
   Yes  No  (Don't know) 
27-28 Jan 09 63%  33   4 
   Democrats 71%  25   4 
   Republicans 52%  44   4 
   Independents 69%  29   3 
 
28.  For decades America has not allowed trade with Cuba or any investment in 
Cuba's economy.  Do you think it's time for the United States to end its embargo 
and move toward normal diplomatic and trade relations, or do you think continued 
embargo is the best way to treat Cuba?  
     Normalize    Continue 
     relations    embargo   (Don’t know) 
27-28 Jan 09 59%  30  11 
   Democrats 68%  21  11 
   Republicans 44%  45  11 
   Independents 62%  30   8 
14-15 May 02 44%  41  15 
26-27 Apr 00 49%  32  19 
 
29.  Do you think the Bush administration should or should not be investigated 
for criminal wrongdoing? 
      Should   Should not (Don't know) 
27-28 Jan 09 41%  55   4 
   Democrats 57%  39   5 
   Republicans 18%  80   2 
   Independents 37%  58   5 
 



 

Changing topics now … 
30.  All in all, do you think Barack Obama's proposed $825 billion dollar 
economic recovery plan will help or hurt the nation's economy, or will it not 
make much of a difference? 
  Help the economy Hurt the economy No difference  (Don't know) 
27-28 Jan 09 45%   18   29    8 
   Democrats 63%    5   25    7 
   Republicans 22%   36   36    6 
   Independents 43%   18   30    9 
 
31.  Many different ideas are being considered for how best to stimulate the 
economy.  Do you think the economic stimulus plan should focus mainly on using 
taxpayer dollars to increase government spending on new programs and 
infrastructure projects or mainly on cutting taxes for businesses and 
individuals? 
     Increasing 
          government spending Cutting taxes   (Both)  (Don't know) 
27-28 Jan 09  29%   50  14   6 
   Democrats  42%   35  15   7 
   Republicans  14%   69  13   4 
   Independents  25%   52  17   6 
For reference: Which do you think is more likely to boost the economy? 
     Increasing 
            government spending  Cutting taxes  (Neither)  (Don't know) 
22-23 Oct 02 LV  15%   54  19  12 
 
32.  Elected officials in Washington are trying to come up with ways to improve 
the economy -- do you think they are part of the problem or part of the 
solution? 
     Problem    Solution   (Depends)  (Don't know) 
27-28 Jan 09 61%  27   9   4 
   Democrats 46%  37  11   5 
   Republicans 75%  18   4   3 
   Independents 66%  23  10   1 
 
33.  Do you think it would be a good thing or a bad thing for the United States 
to move away from capitalism and more toward socialism? 
    Good thing  Bad thing  (Don’t know) 
27-28 Jan 09 23%  65  12 
   Democrats 35%  47  19 
   Republicans  9%  88   3 
   Independents 21%  68  10 
 
34.  With the election of Barack Obama as president, do you think relations 
between the races in the United States will get better or get worse? 
        (Same/No 
      Better     Worse   difference) (Don't know) 
27-28 Jan 09 69%  13  17   2 
   Democrats 80%   5  14   1 
   Republicans 57%  24  16   3 
   Independents 62%  15  22   2 
   Whites  68%  14  16   2 
   Blacks  73%   6  19   2 
 



 

35.  Do you think the election of Barack Obama as president of the United States 
symbolizes the end of racial barriers in this country or not? 
   Yes  No  (Don't know) 
27-28 Jan 09 29%  68   3 
   Democrats 37%  63   1 
   Republicans 24%  71   5 
   Independents 22%  75   3 
   Whites  27%  70   3 
   Blacks  38%  59   3 
 
36.  Did you see or hear any of President Barack Obama's inauguration ceremony? 
   Yes  No/(Don't know) 
27-28 Jan 09 83%  17 
   Democrats 88%  12 
   Republicans 76%  24 
   Independents 86%  14 
For Reference: Did you see or hear any of President George W. Bush’s inauguration speech 
last week? 
   Yes  No/(Don't know) 
25-26 Jan 05  46%  54 
 
37.  (Speech watchers: n=747, ±4%) How would you rate President Obama's 
inauguration speech?  Would you say it was excellent, good, only fair, or poor? 
     Excellent     Good    Only fair     Poor  (Don't know) 
27-28 Jan 09 39%  45  12   2   2 
   Democrats 53%  41   4   -   1 
   Republicans 18%  48  26   4   5 
   Independents 38%  46  12   4   1 
For Reference:  (Speech Watchers: n=418, ±5%) How would you rate President Bush’s 
inauguration speech? 
     Excellent       Good    Only fair       Poor  (Don't know) 
25-26 Jan 05  26%  35  19  14   6 
 
38.  (Speech watchers: n=747, ±4%) Many people became emotional during Obama's 
inauguration.  Did you personally get teary-eyed or cry at all during the 
ceremony? 
   Yes  No/(Don't know) 
27-28 Jan 09 28%  72 
   Democrats 38%  62 
   Republicans 14%  86 
   Independents 22%  78 
 
39.  (Speech watchers: n=747, ±4%) Do you think Barack Obama’s inaugural speech 
was his BEST speech or have you heard him give better speeches? 
   Best Have heard better   (Don’t know) 
27-28 Jan 09 36%  53   11 
   Democrats 43%  50    7 
   Republicans 29%  55   16 
   Independents 34%  55   12 
 
ASK EVERYONE 
40.  Do you approve or disapprove of how George W. Bush handled the transition 
of the presidency to Barack Obama? 
      Approve   Disapprove    (Don't know) 
27-28 Jan 09 82%  12    6 
   Democrats 78%  15    7 
   Republicans 92%   4    5 
   Independents 79%  15    6 
 



 

41.  In Barack Obama’s inaugural speech, he rejected a number of Bush 
administration policies.  Do you think it was appropriate or inappropriate to do 
that in an inaugural speech with President Bush on the stage? 
    Appropriate      Inappropriate  (Don't know) 
27-28 Jan 09 56%   37    6 
   Democrats 73%   19    8 
   Republicans 29%   65    5 
   Independents 60%   35    5 
 
And now on a few different topics …  
42.  Where do you get most of your news? (READ 1-5) 
          27-28      12-13 
          Jan 09     June 96 
1. Television     59%  52% 
2. Online on the Internet or the Web 17   1 
3. Newspapers     16  33 
4. Radio       7  10 
5. Somewhere else      1   3 
6. (Don't know)      -   1 
 
43.  Do you think entertainment news is part of real news or is it pure 
entertainment? 
     Real news   Pure entertainment  (Don't know) 
27-28 Jan 09 16%   78    6 
 
 
POLITICAL IDENTIFICATION: When you think about politics, do you think of 
yourself as a Democrat or a Republican? 
      Democrat    Republican  (Independent)   (Other) (Refused/Don’t know) 
27-28 Jan 09 44%  30  22   2   2 
13-14 Jan 09 42%  32  21   2   4 
9-10 Dec 08  43%  33  20   2   2 
1-2 Nov 08 LV 42%  36  18   3   1 
28-29 Oct 08 LV 41%  39  16   2   1 
20-21 Oct 08 LV 43%  37  16   2   2 
1-2 Nov 08  41%  36  18   4   1 
28-29 Oct 08 40%  39  17   2   2 
20-21 Oct 08 43%  36  16   2   3 
8-9 Oct 08  41%  34  21   2   2 
22-23 Sep 08 41%  34  21   2   2 
8-9 Sep 08  41%  34  21   2   2 
19-20 Aug 08 42%  35  20   1   2 
22-23 Jul 08 42%  33  19   3   3 
17-18 Jun 08 42%  35  16   3   3 
28-29 Apr 08 44%  30  21   2   2 
18-19 Mar 08 43%  30  21   3   3 
19-20 Feb 08 43%  33  17   4   3 
30-31 Jan 08 42%  33  20   2   3 


